II
IN THE VANGUARD OF THE   STRUGGLE
FOR ENDURING DEMOCRATIC PEACE
Four years ago Comrade Stalin, defining the tasks of the
postwar period, said:
"To win the war against Germany means cdnsummal-
ing a great historical cause. But winning the war does
not yet mean ensuring the peoples a durable peace and
reliable security in the future. The task is not only to
win the war, but also to prevent Ihe outbreak of fresh
aggression and another war, if not for ever, then at least
for a long time to come."
In order to assist the effective realization of these aims,
the U.S.S.R. took an active part in the elaboration of
ai number of international agreements while the second
world war was still on.
. Everybody will recall how the agreement was elaborat-
ed between the Soviet Union, the United States of America
and Great Britain, to which China and France adhered
and" which later was taken as a basis for the Charter of
the United Nations organization. Of utmost importance
were .the agreements between the Soviet Union, the United
Slates and Great Britain on the German question adopted
at Yalta and Potsdam. We also .know that the Potsdam
decisions defined the general line of the postwar settlement
not only in Europe. The special Potsdam declaration on
Japan, together with the Cairo declaration and the Yalta
agreement, should serve as the basis for the peace settle-
ment in the Far East as well. It should not be forgotten
. that these international agreements were sealed with the
blood of our peoples, who bore countless sacrifices and
made it possible for us victoriously to end Ihe war against
fascism and aggression in Europe and Asia.